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his holiness the Pope to send him a hundred learned
pious men to preach Christianity in his country and
bring back with them some of the holy oil which is
burned in the Sepulchre of Christ in Jerusalem.
, When they heard these orders of the great Khan
they knelt before him and said that they were ready
to obey him.   He gave them letters and a safe-conduct
and ordered an envoy named Khogatan to accompany
them.    A few weeks after the Khan's envoy fell ill
and they left him, with his permission and order, in
the city of Alau and continued their journey.    The
royal safe-conduct opened the way before them and
they overcame all difficulties till three years after they
reached the port of Laysos, south of Anatolia.   They
then proceeded to Acre which they reached in April
1269,  and there learned that Pope Clement IV had
died.    There was   in Acre a   Papal  legate,  named
Thibaldo di Piacensa, to whom  they  communicated
the Khan's message.    He advised them to await the
election of the new Pope to hand him the message.
They acted on his advice and proceeded  to  Venice
where Nicolo Polo   found  that  his wife had  died
leaving the child whom she bore before he left, named
Marco, who was then fifteen years old.   This was the
future explorer who  was the first to reveal to the
Europeans the secrets of the Far East.
We know nothing of the childhood of Marco
Polo, but it seems that he spent his early years in the
house of one of his uncles in Venice. Nicolo and his
brother Maffeo remained two years in Venice awaiting
the election of the new Pope. But when tired of wait-
ing, they decided to return to the great Khan to acquaint
him of the failure of their mission. They sailed in
1271 accompanied by Marco who was then seventeen
years old. When they reached Acre they took from
the Papal legate a letter to the Khan explaining the
situation, and took for him some of the holy oil. They
then marched north; but, before going far the legate